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How does Freud explain the transhistorical popularity of Sophocles' Oedipus? How does this dismiss dominant thematic engagements with the text?
According to Freud, Sophocles' popularity has been all through human history evoking emotions in both the modern reader and the contemporary geeks. He explains the reason behind this is because Greek tragedy shows the conflict in an unusual way. Throughout history, there is a convincing power in the fate of Oedipus that catches the reader’s attention. Freud dismisses that we are all meant to direct our sexual impulses to our mothers and direct our hate to our fathers (Person et al., 2013). He refers to king Oedipus as a psychoneurotic for having lived through that philosophy. This is because since childhood we have withdrawn the sexual fantasies from our mothers and the jealousy and hatred form our fathers. We also condemn people with such thoughts. Freud refers to these thoughts as primitive.
Why does he jump from Sophocles to Shakespeare? We will study both plays later in the course,
Freud jumps from Sophocles to Shakespeare because both stories are poetic tragedies that bring out the loss of humanity and emotional life in a society. Hamlet and Oedipus Rex are very similar just that they were in different periods of civilization (Person et al., 2013). Oedipus and Hamlet had controversial dreams and wishes however, Oedipus’s fantasy of being engaged sexually with the mother is brought to life but Hamlet’s was repressed. Freud described dreams as a disguised fulfillment of a wish. He believed creative writers got their stories and inspiration from dreams.
what are the strengths and limitations of his interpretations of plays (as dreams)?
 The strengths of his interpretation are first, it offers a perspective of exploring the origin of mental illness from the story of Oedipus Rex. Secondly, his interpretations show that our unconscious thoughts explain behavior that we are unaware of. Third, ‘The Divided Brain Theory’ which is biological research supports his claims. Lastly, he gives deeper meaning to about behavior of people who do not respond to medication or therapy. The weakness in his interpretation of the plays is one, that our behaviors are a reflection of childhood experiences and unconscious mental processes suggesting that we have no free will over what we do. Two, these interpretations are the lack of testable predictions. Psychologists view dreams as biological and are as a result of brain activation and not a reflection of unconsciousness. Lastly, his interpretations like the Oedipus idea are questionable and outdated in our modern-day world.
How does Freud modify the common distinction between conscious and unconscious?
According to Freud, the conscious mind consists of our judgments, desires, and recollections that we are aware of at a given time. They are the aspects of our mental processing that one thinks and talks about rationally. Memories can be retrieved to awareness however they are not always part of the conscious mind. The preconscious consists of things that can be taken to the conscious mind. The preconscious memories are not always accessible, they are accessed for a specific purpose at a particular time. The unconscious mind, on the other hand, comprises of feelings, thoughts, and urges that are outside our conscious awareness. According to Feud, these thoughts are usually controversial and unpleasant bottled up from childhood experiences. Freud believed that the unconscious mind is inaccessible but the contents come out unexpectedly in form of dreams or tongue slips. Freud employed dream analysis to bring the subconscious mind to light as the root of psychological distress.
  Does his model or image for how the id and ego interrelate with external phenomena make sense?
Yes, it makes sense because the image shows the difference between the id and the ego. It is an aspect of personality that urges one to act on the most basic urges. It includes primitive and instinct behaviors from childhood. The ego is the image that is put on top of id to show that the ego grows from it. Ego offsets the urges from the id and aims at making one adapt to the demands of reality (Strachey, 1961). It functions in the conscious, preconscious, and unconscious mind. The ego has been influenced by the external world and it represses the id which has unrestricted pleasures. The ego plays an important role because if the id overpowers the ego the person may become impulsive and uncontrollable because they act upon their basic impulses. A person with a dominant superego on the other hand becomes judgmental and uptight with their morals. They become unwilling to stand anything they term as immoral or bad.
What role does the body play in this schema?
The body’s desires are expressed by the subconscious mind. The id expresses the needs and wants of the physical body. After the ego alters how to execute the desires in an acceptable way, the body does the execution. The body operation and behavior are dictated by our minds, both conscious and subconscious.
How does Freud explain the relationship between the ego and super-ego, and how does that relate to what he says about the id? 
Superego holds the moral standard one acquires from upbringing and what one believes to be right. It provides guidelines for making a judgment. Superego can be conscience or ego ideal. Conscience includes what one is taught to be wrong during upbringing while ego ideal includes the standards and behaviors the ego sets. Superego aims at perfecting behavior. It makes the ego act upon idealistic values rather than real values. Superego relates with the id as the primal urges first emerge from the id and the superego aims to express them in the most idealistic means. A person with a strong ego can manage to suppress the id pressures. If one has a weak ego, they succumb to pressures and this is often destructive (Strachey, 1961). 
7. Does this structure provide a useful model for understanding characterization in literature?
This structure of interaction between ego and id explains the characters in literature. A character’s actions are determined by their dreams. Dreams are dictated by childhood memories and their wishes. According to Freud, dreams are in the subconscious mind and what determines their manifestation is the person's ego. This theory shows the driving force behind a character’s action. Characters who take up disruptive actions are termed to have a weak ego strength. 
How effective is Freud's theory of psychic dualism in explaining behaviors in real life and/or fiction?
The psychic dualism theory shows how the unconscious mind influences behavior. He explains that our unconscious mind is shaped by our experiences, emotions, and memories. Human behavior both in fiction and in real life is controlled by both our conscious and unconscious mind. The unconscious thoughts are usually brought to consciousness and are sometimes foul. People with idweak ego strength fail in suppressing these subconscious desires and end up bringing them to life. After subconsciousness is manifested, and there are consequences then people tend to live with regret claiming they did not intend on doing something. This is a clear indication that sometimes our unconscious thoughts are brought to life without intention.
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